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Part 1: Argument



Choosing and 
Incorporating 

Effective Evidence
(argument)



4Working Prompt (for parts I and II):

Develop an argument to present to state 
lawmakers about whether or not the 
voting age should be lowered to 16. 

Position:
The voting age should be lowered to 16.
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The chart to the left 
shows what a writer 
or speaker needs to 
consider when trying 
to reach an audience.

The voting age 
should be lowered 
to 16.

Audience: State 
lawmakers
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The table explains these and other purposes of
evidence. It also details what to look for in a text
when analyzing how an author is using evidence.
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Topic Sentence:

Strong evidence is derived 
from a strong topic sentence 
in argument.

Though many adults initially 
consider teens civically 
disengaged, the social activity of 
minors during the contemporary 
waves of civil unrest highlights 
their need for representation in 
national politics.



Lead in: 
● Context of 1-2 sentences   
● Brief overview of relevant background 

for the direction of the paragraph

Though many adults initially consider teens 
civically disengaged, the social activity of 
minors during the contemporary waves of 
civil unrest highlights their need for 
representation in national politics. For 
example, since 2016, teens have become
increasingly involved in highly political 
responses to climate change and gun 
violence, particularly since they are the 
generation mostly affected. 



Describing Evidence:
● 3-5 sentences
● purposeful verbs, adjectives, adverbs (in that 

order).

Though many adults initially consider teens civically 
disengaged, the social activity of minors during the 
contemporary waves of civil unrest highlights their need 
for representation in national politics. For example, since 
2016, teens have become increasingly involved in highly 
political responses to climate change and gun violence, 
particularly since they are the generation mostly affected.
Greta Thunberg initiated school climate change strikes and 
was invited to speak at the UN, thus inspiring other teens 
to explore the politics surrounding the issue. In a similar 
sense, United States teens have been actively voicing their 
concerns about gun violence since the Orlando and 
Parkland mass shootings. Teens were also some of the 
first to hit the streets--and social media--protesting
contemporary racial inequality in 2020.
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Synthesizing 
Source 

Material
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Pages 203-205 in the Perfection Teacher Resource

AP English Language and Composition Free-

Response Questions Scoring Rubrics, Effective Fall 

2019 (collegeboard.org)

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-frqs-1-2-3-scoring-rubrics.pdf
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The following table lists types of sources from 
most reliable and credible to least. Examples of 
credible sources are included for each type.



17When in 
doubt, use 
direct quotes!



18Working Prompt (for parts I and II):

Develop an argument to present to state 
lawmakers about whether or not the 
voting age should be lowered to 16. 

Position:
The voting age should be lowered to 16.



19● Which ones are most relevant 
to the argument? 

● To your audience and purpose?

● Which ones provide specific 
information that would make 
the argument stronger? 

● Which ones are from credible 
sources? 

● Which ones seem to be less 
credible? 

● What further information is 
needed to decide if the source 
is reliable and credible? 
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Example Position Perspective Function

Source A: 
”On measures of civic 

knowledge, political 
skills, political efficacy, 

and tolerance, 16-year-

olds, on average, are 

obtaining scores similar 

to those of adults.”

teens  are 
developmentally 
capable of voting

American Academy 
of political & 
social science

These Sources 
complement each 

other and 
therefore 

support the 
writer of the 
paper. While 
different 

perspectives, 
both have the 
same position.

Source C:
“Younger voters “cast 

votes in ways that 
enable their interests to 

be represented equally 

well” as older voters.”

Teens in Austria 
have Similar 

Voting Qualities 
and experiences 
as adults, and 
this makes them 

capable of voting

Social Sciences 
Professor from 
Vienna, Austria
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● Although there are 
many ways to 
synthesize sources, 
start by expressing in 
one sentence how 
both together support 
your claim.

● Use a variety of 
sources, not just your 
own experience, to 
develop your position.



Topic Sentence:

Strong evidence is derived from 
a strong topic sentence in 
argument.

Though many adults initially 
consider teens civically 
disengaged, the documented social 
activity of minors matches their 
need for representation in 
national politics.



Source Information:
1. Choose quotes (however long that 

might be) that relate to your 
argument.

○ Does it support, compliment, or 
contradict my claim?

1. Trim this quote down to ~15 words.

○ Don’t be afraid to use brackets 
and ellipses or use your own 
words to break up a lengthy 
quote. 



General Lead-in Tips:
Lead-in: Transitioning to source material by 
combining it with your own original language.  

● Know that your original language doesn’t have 
to precede the source  language.

● Make sure quote from source is short.
○ Take out your own words and substitute 

up to 9-15 words from a source. 

● If you Include an author’s name, you must 
reference his/her credentials.

● Avoid “in the text” “says,” “states,” and 
“claims”



Although it may be commonly (choose one: argued, theorized, 
proposed, presented, accepted) that “insert source information 
that the paragraph will refute without mentioning source’s name” 
(insert citation), (present your counterclaim which may include 
another source’s text).

©The Garden of English 2019

Although it may be commonly theorized that “17-year-olds wouldn’t 
be competent voters” (Chan and Clayton), the documented social 
activity of minors matches their need for representation in 
national politics.



(Expert’s (or publication’s) Name), a (credentials that suggest validity), (choose one: argues, 
presents, details, theorizes, refutes, challenges, exposes, (anything but “says,” “states,” or “claims”) 
(insert text and citation). 

©The Garden of English 2019

Markus Wagner,a social sciences professor, acknowledges that “[younger voters] cast votes in 
ways that enable their interests to be represented equally well.”.

Expert’s (or publication’s) Name), a (credentials that suggest validity), (choose one: argues, 
presents, details, theorizes, refutes, challenges, exposes, (anything but “says,” “states,” or “claims”)) 
(flow “into the less than 13 words you intend on quoting” (Citation)); however, it must be admitted 
that (insert a point of concession in relation to the sources argument).

©The Garden of English 2019

David Davenport--a research fellow at the Hoover Institution--suggests that “if 16-year-olds were 
allowed to vote” nations would be “bringing the least politically informed [...and...] experienced” voters 
to the polls; however, it must be admitted that he neglects to consider how teens are affected by 
political legislation.  



Summarize the context before the textual evidence and then flow “into the 
less than 13 words you intend on quoting” (Citation).

©The Garden of English 2019

For example, after Austria recently lowered their voting age, they realized 
that “the quality of these [younger] citizens’ choices is similar to that of older 
voters” (Wagner).

Summarize the context before the textual evidence and then flow “into the 
less than 13 words you intend on quoting” (Citation); however, it must be 
admitted that (insert a point of concession in relation to the sources 
argument).

©The Garden of English 2019

For example, after Austria recently lowered their voting age, they realized 
that “the quality of these [younger] citizens’ choices is similar to that of older 
voters” (Wagner); however, Wagner fails to account for the fact that the 
younger voters are influenced by the older voters with whom they live.



All Together Now:
This is the beginning of a body paragraph with no 
commentary.

Although it may be commonly theorized that “17-
year-olds wouldn’t be competent voters” (Chan 
and Clayton), the documented social activity of 
minors matches their need for representation 
in national politics. For example, after Austria 
recently lowered their voting age, they have 
since realized that “the quality of these 
[younger] citizens’ choices is similar to that of 
older voters” (Wagner). In fact, Markus 
Wagner,a social sciences professor, 
acknowledges that the “[younger voters] cast 
votes in ways that enable[d] their interests to 
be represented equally well.”
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● Shortest quotes possible.
● Flow within your own language.
● Only mention author if you require his/her 

credentials for validity.
● When in doubt, use your direct quotes.
● Parenthetically cite if the author’s name is 

not included in the sentence.

Integrating Source Information
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