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11  Elements of the Rhetorical Situation | RHS-1.4

Whothor o ssvant sawe asnsl] o essay, all written communication takes place
1. The rhetorical situation of a text collectively
Is¢, audience, writer, context, and message. Writers

UNIT 1-1.1:

Elements of the Rhetorical Situation hat to say and how to say it based on their specific
tuation
diy described in the parlor metaphor (see Unit i
- . . d
The Rhetorical Situation .{* exigence (the problem the Ena}r or speech addresses; the impetus)

.+ purpose (the goals the writer or speaker wants to achieve)

00,7’ ‘"« audience (receivers of the message who often have a variety of values

% "1 and beliefs)

un

|+ writer or speaker (a unique voice with values and beliefs)

ot :
N Audience

|« context (the time, place, and occasion)

PURPOSE o« Message (the substance of the writer’s or speaker’s main points)

Figure 1.1

Baned om this
diagram, how wosl!
you desoribe the
relationships among
all of the party of the
risctorical situstion?

Writer Message

Context

Remember: The rhetorical situation of a text collectively refers to the
exigence, purpose, audience, writer, context, and message. (RHS-1.A)
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Think of exigence and writing as a cause and effect relationship.

The Exigence of Rhetoric

Cause Effect

Figure 1-2
% Exigence Writing









UNIT 1-1.1;
Elements of the Rhetorical Situation

The Rhetorical Situation

. Co
Audience %
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Exigence

PURPOSE

Message

Context

1B these are the parts

of the rhetorical
situation, these are the
questions +hd+ heeal to be
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VERBS
RHETORICAL

vevelopment

Narration
Harrates
Chronicles
Becounts

Description

Describes
Pepicts
Details
Exemplification
Exemplifies
Dffers
Presents

Compare/Contrast
Compare
Comtrast
Juxtapose

Likens

Class. /Div,
Classifies
Divides
Categorizes
Characterizes

Definition
Defines
Identifies

Process Analysis
Imitiaces
Provides
Amalyzes

Cause and Effect
Causes
Affects

Instigates

Influences

FOR

Classical
Argument
Structure

Creates
Initiates
Introduces
Illustrates

Fresents
Develops
Claims
Segues
3.Confirmation
Confirms
Supports
Rationallzes
4. Refutation
Challemges
Refutes
Defends
Retorts
5.50 What
Describes

Depicts
Details

Reasons Evokes ElNcits
Implies Addresses
Provides Distinguishes
Demansitrates Provokes
Maintains Repeats
Focuses Imcites Inspires
Ridicules Opposes
Assures Excludes ASsumes
Speculates Alludes

ANALYSIS|

Exposes Sympathizes Empalhizes

The Garden of English g

Verbs For
Rhetorical Analysis
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: l The chart below provides an analysis of the student’{ rhetorical choices.

Evidence from Text
Message

Rhetorical Choices
Concrete

What the Writer Believes
about the Mom's Back-
ground, Values, Beliefs,

Needs Abctract

I'm going over to lzzys
house now—her mom will
be there...

Student does not mention

lzzy's "moms partying here
w her friends”

The student confirms

the presence of an
authority figure and omits
questionable information.

Her mother values her
daughter's safety, so the
daughter chooses to state
that Izzy's mom will be
there.

Mentioning the possibly lax
supervision might mean
the daughter would not be
allowed to go to lzzy's.

.. .-be home about 11.. .0k?

The student offers a
reasonable time frame or
suggests a curfew and

seeks her mom’s approval.

Her mother values her
daughter’s safety and
obedience.

[in response to "tell her
mom i said hi"]

The student agrees to her
mother’s request.

Her mother values her
daughter's responsibility
and trust.




. Have your students look at the |ast meaningful

T text message exchange.

| . |dentify & analyze exchange for elements of the
rhetorical situation, both the concrete and
abstract.

. Evaluate how well the text messages reflect an

dwareness of the rhetorical situation.

https://ifaketextmessage.com/
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1.2 Checkpoint

Close Reading: Professional Text
Review the speech by Malala Yousafzai on pages 53-55. Then complete the
open response activities and answer the multiple-choice questions.

1. On separate paper, create a chart like the one below. Then fill in the
chart by identifying the choices Yousafzai makes in her speech that help
establish her character and/or credibility as a speaker as she appeals to
ethos,

Influence on
2 Rhetorical Choice: Character/Credibility:
Toxtual Evidence What is the writer doing? | How does this demonstrate
her character or credibility?

2. Next create a modified chart to analyze Yousafzai’s appeals to pathos. Fill
in the chart by identifying the choices Yousafzai makes in her speech that
appeal to different emotions in her audience.

Notice the adaPJraloilHy ofF the
charts to scaffaold through
various literacies & complexities.

77

. Emotion(s) of Audience:
Textual Evidence mgml I‘. 2 What emotion does this
inspire in her audience?

3. Which of the following best characterizes Yousafzai’s primary mode of

persuasion throughout the passage?

(A) She confronts opponents and blatantly disparages their
viewpoints,

(B) She repeats the need for international relief in countries
devastated by natural disasters,

(C) She exposes the logical missteps of others.

(D) She highlights her credibility by consistently referring to only her
experience,

(E) She empathizes with the audience by referencing common beliefs
and experiences.

Textual Evidence

Rhetorical Choice Is this related to character/
What is the writer doing? | credibility, emotion, or logic? ||




1.2 Checkpoint

Close Reading: Professional Text
Review the speech by Malala Yousafzai on pages 53-55. Then complete the
open response activities and answer the multiple-choice questions.

1. On separate paper, create a chart like the one below. Then fill in the
chart by identifying the choices Yousafzai makes in her speech that help
establish her character and/or credibility as a speaker as she appeals to
ethos.

Influence on
Rhetorical Choice: Character/Credibility:
Textual Evidence | vy is the writer doing? | How does this demonstrate
her character or credibility?

2. Next create a modified chart to analyze Yousafzai's appeals to pathos. Fill
in the chart by identifying the choices Yousafzai makes in her speech that
appeal to different emotions in her audience.

Emotion(s) of Audience:
Textual Evidence Rhetorical Cholce: What emotion does this
What s the writer doing? | o rire in her audience?

3. Which of the following best characterizes Yousafzai's primary mode of
persuasion throughout the passage?

(A) She confronts opponents and blatantly disparages their
viewpoints.

(B) She repeats the need for international relief in countries
devastated by natural disasters.

(C) She exposes the logical missteps of others.

(D) She highlights her credibility by consistently referring to only her
experience,

(E) She empathizes with the audience by referencing common beliefs
and experiences,

“Today i R a0 honor for me 10 be
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