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Audience Characteristics

Definition

Example

Questions to Ask

priorities, principles
held in high regard

education, freedom,
inclusivity, personal rights

What ideals does the
audience hold dear?

What is their highest
priority?

beliefs

morals, standards,
codes of conduct,
religious beliefs

ideas in religious texts
such as the Koran, Torah,
and Bible; ideas in the
Constitution; personal
codes of belief

What convictions do
they live by? What
beliefs motivate their
thinking about right
and wrong?

requirements for
life and well-being

food, shelter, clothing,
safety, human connection

What does the
audience need
for safety and
fulfillment?

background

total of one's
experiences,
knowledge,
education, and
family life

economic status, first
language, highest level
of education completed,
home culture, gender,
race, ethnicity

How similar are

the backgrounds
and experiences

of the audience?
What advantages or
disadvantages do
they face?

The chart to the left

shows what a writer
-or spedker needs to
- consider when trying
'+o reach an oudience.

T'he voJrlHal age
should Iae Iowereal




Types of Evidence
and Definition

Pros

Cons

Facts: objective

information

Facts are hard to disagree
with.

Readers may not agree with
what constitutes a proven
fact.

Illustrations: examples
meant to clarify or prove
something

Illustrations make the claim
feel more realistic, similar to
the effects of using examples
and details.

Readers may not accept
them or the claim if the
illustrations are unfamiliar.

Anecdotes: short, real-life
stories used to illustrate
a point

Anecdotes show how a claim
might matter in the real
world.

Readers may not agree on
what the anecdote proves.

Expert Opinions:
statements made by

8| people with special
'| knowledge of the topic

Expert opinions build trust in
the writer and in the claim.

| Readers may not trust the
experts or may reject the
ideas as just opinions.

Analogies: comparisons
between two things used
to explain or clarify a point

Analogies make something
unfamiliar or complex more
understandable.

Readers may not understand
the things being compared,
causing them to reject the
argument.

Personal Observations
and Personal
Experiences:

writer's conclusions based
on their experiences

Personal observations make
the writer appear more
relatable and trustworthy.

Readers may believe they are
biased and unreliable,

Statistics: numerical facts
or data

Statistics are easy to accept
because they show trends to
support claims.

Readers may not trust the
source or may believe that
the statistics have been
unfairly manipulated.

Examples: specific
instances that
demonstrate something
relevant to the claim

Examples make abstract
concepts understandable and
relatable.

Readers may believe the
examples are not relevant.

|| Testimonies: formal

4| written or spoken

1| statements provided as
evidence

Testimonies humanize the
claim, making it real and
relevant, similar to the effect
of personal observation,
personal experiences, and
anecdotes,

Readers may believe they are
biased and unreliable.

Details: relevant facts,
descriptions, items, or
features

Details provide visual images,
making the claim real and
substantial.

| Readers may not relate to

writer’s chosen details.

Experiments: scientific
procedures that test
hypotheses and rely on
observable, measurable,
and reproducible results

Experiments indicate that
an objective process for
gathering evidence and
making claims was used.,

Depending on the
circumstances and the
experiments being done,
readers may reject the
results.




The table expldine these and other purposes of
evidence. It also details what to look for in a text
when analyzing how an author is using evidence.

[Yaur position on your subject:

| Your ehosen audience:

Effect (on the audience’s
emaotions, the validity of your
argumant, or your cradibility)

Purposes
of Evidence

‘ Evidence You Could Use

To ilhusirate

T clasily

Purpose of
Evidence

What does this look
like in a text?

Transitional
Language to
Introduce Evidence

How does this
motivate the reader to
accept the argument?

Illustrate or
Exemplify

Specific details that
explain a larger idea
or concept

Hypothetical or real
stories or testimonies

To illustrate this point,
For example,

For instance,

Offers concrete proof
for general or abstract
aspects of a claim and
specific instances that
validate a claim

Definitions of
unfamiliar terms

or concepts or
rephrasing in simpler
terms

To clarify,
More specifically,

In other words,

Anticipates possible
misunderstandings
of the audience and
makes rhetorical
choices to help

Examples that build
in emotional intensity,
emphasize the
severity of a problem,
and show a greater
need for action

Evidence that
broadens the scope
of problem

Furthermore,

To further highlight
(insert argument),

In addition,

To make matters
worse,

Adds to preexisting
evidence to make
the argument

more universal and
strengthen its impact

Associate (or
disassociate)

Comparisons and
contrasts

In a similar sense,
In the same way,
Unlike[ ]

In contrast,

Helps the reader
make connections in
the writer's argument
through comparisons
and contrasts




UNIT 1-2.1:
Types of Evidence

Reasoning Explaining
how the Evidence
Supports your Claim

Examples that Support
Your Claim

X

Anecdotes

llustrations

Examples that Support
Your Claim

Reasoning Explaining
how the Evidence
Supports your Claim

Expert Opiniens

Statistics

Examples




Lead-in addressing an abstract concept

I | 5 E I] I E |] E : Unit 5: Drafting Organizer for Rhetorical Analysis and Argument Essay (Final)

Introduction

Strong evidence is derived
’C’rom a 9+Y-Onﬂ +OP]C Gerﬂ'er\Ce [ Transitional clause ofF Sonbenc:

in argument.
a & Evidence/Claim 1 % Connecticn to abstract idea in thesis

ThOUﬂh many adu‘+§ j.D.IiIQ.“¥ Lead-in to evidence [ Describe evidenca
consider teens civically

alic;enﬂaged,

Explain how that evidence su 5 the reasoning that justifies
that clairm and appe ) the audienta,

Body Paragraph 1

Transition to complex discussion or another example?
(Motonly. .., but also...)
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Additional discussion

How does it lead to or connect I Reconnect o abstract idea in thesis
with the next paragraph?




Legd ID I Unit 5: Drafting Organizer for Rhetorical Analysis and Argument Essay (Final}
Lead-in addressing an abstract concept
e Context of -2 sentences
e Brief overview of relevant back ground
For the direction of the paragroph

Introduction

Transitional clawse or senbence:

Thouﬂh many adults ini+ia\ly consider teens
CIVICQHY d]genaaﬁed, | Evidance/Claim 1 [ Cannectian 1o abstract idea in thesis

& Lesad-in 1o evidance | Describg pvidence

For
example, since 206, teens have become
increasingly involved in highly political

1 Transition to complex discussion or another example?
responses to climate change and gun oo bt o)
violence, Parﬂcularly since +hey are the
generation mostly ofFfected

Explain how that evidence supports the reasoning that justifies
that claim and appeals to the audience,

Body Paragraph 1
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Additional discussion

How does it lead 1o or connect | Reconnect to absiract idea in thesis
with the next paragraph?




- - . Unit &: Drafting Organizor for Rhatorical Analysis and Argument Essay (Final)
: " TLeadin addressing an abstract concapt '

e 3-5 sentences
e purposetul verbs, adectives, adverbs (in that
order).

Introduction

|| Transitional clausa o sentance:

Though many adults initiolly consider teens civically

disenaaﬂec{

Connection i abstreact idoa in thesis

\ Describe midence

For example, since . |
201, teens have become increasingly involved in highly B
political responses to climate change and gun violence,
particularly since they are the generation mostly offected
Greta Thunberg initioted school climate change strikes and
was invited to spedk at the UN, thus inspiring other teens
to explore the politics suﬁcczumdmg the issue. In a similar
sense, United States teens have been ac+ively MO.IQ.IU% their ' Aadiona dscussicn
concerns about gun vicence since the Orlando and
Parkland mass shootings. Teehs were dlso some of the ———
First to hit the streets-—-and social media——p\:oies_ﬂng Wi o et passgropht
con+empor'ar'y racial inequalier in 2020.

aull I:-"J"J1il.ll is it ﬂ.':l.!"}l' :ll.u:u!'?].

Explain how that evidence supports the reasoning that justifies
that claim and appeals to the sudisnce.

Body Paragraph 1

Transition 10 somphio decussion of Snother faampls?
Pk oty ..., bt alss. .. )
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1 points | Responses that earn this point may demonstrate |
complex understanding of the rhetorical stuation. | SOPhistication of thought and/or a complex
| - understanding of the rhetorical situation by
doing any of the following:

AP English Language and Composition Free- 1. Crafting a nuanced argument by consistently
Response Questions Scoring Rubrics,” Effective’ Fall Fo . ap » . ke
2019 (collegeboardora) - identifying and exploring complexities or

tensions across the sources.

. Articulating the implications or limitations of
an argument (either the student’s argument or
arguments conveyed in the sources) by situating
it within a broader context.

. Making effective rhetorical choices that
consistently strengthen the force and impact
of the student’s argument throughout the
response.

. Employing a style that is consistently vivid and
persuasive.

Pagec 203-205 in the Perfection Teacher Recource



https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-frqs-1-2-3-scoring-rubrics.pdf

The ?ollowing table lists types of sources from

most reliable and credible 1o least. Examples of

-credible sources are included For each type.

Type

Writers and Audience

Where to Find

Scholarly, peer-reviewed articles of
books (print or enline)

General/Academic
academicjournals.org
jstor.org
academic.microsoft.oom

Scignce
sciencemag.org/journals
omicsonline.srg

Humanities/Literature
acla.org

musejhuedu

Trade or professional articles or
books {print or enling)

Medical
jamangtwork.com
pubmed.gov

Construction

Construction and Building Materials
jeurnals.elsevier.com/construction-
and-building-materials

Writers: researchers

Avdience: students and
other researchers

Writers: practitioners in a
field

Avdrence: other
practitioners

Academic
databases
Google scholar

Professional
databases

(continuwed)

= _Type'
Magazine articles, books, and
newspaper articles from well-

established newspapers

Newspapers

The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The Washington Post

News Sources
BBC

Reuters
Associsted Press

Magazines
The New Yorker
The Economist

Science
science.gov

US. Government
usa.gov

The Word Fact Book
cia.gov/library/publications/
resources/the-world-factbook/

Encyclepedia Britannica
brtannica.com

The Smithsonian
smithsondanmag.com

*Studies since 2005 In a vackety of subject
areas have shown Bhat Wikipodis
compaces Lavorably 10 SOurCes widely
recognized as relisblo, Howover, some
articies on Wikipodia may not be rekable.
Wikipedia can be used as a research tool
that provides links % refiabie sources, but

] Writers and Audience

[7 Where to Find ]
Websites and
print versions of

| magazines and

| newspapers

| Whiters: authors and

| journalists who have

| consulted rehable sources
| and whose work has been
vetted by an editor

| Audience: general public

| Personal websites
| and social media
| accounts

| Writers: Somae are written

| by experts, but others are

| written by people with a

| biased agenda. Websites
published by research

foundations or pecple who

are subject-area experts

| are more reliable than those

| created by individuals who

| are promoting commercial

| interests or a particular

| viewpoint.

l

| Audrence: anyone

4 L
| Writers: anonymous sources | Website

| Edtors oversee entries and
| post warnings if the article
| appears to lack credible

| sources. Most entries

| include footnotes with links
; to sources.

| Audrence: anyone

Wikipodia should not be cited as a source.




When

"School-based physical education (PE) is recommended by The Community Guide as an

effective strategy to promote physical activity among youth. Unfortunately, many have doub+ use
speculated that PE exposure has declined precipitously among U.S. students in the past /.

decade. Limited resources and budgets, prioritization of core academic subjects, and

several other barriers have been cited as potential drivers of these claims.” (health.gov) d |rec+ qu O+89|

Even though PE classes have been losing - e original text is A , AR
out to “core academic subjects,” they are an especially good expression of the idea | | AR ) 18 Y
still recommended by The Community - you want to disagree with an author’s e B

Guide, a government task force, as "an argument : AL

effective strategy to promote physical - you want to highlight and clarify specific b Pl
activity among youth” (health.gov). points of data Mg

» you want to include information that is
shockmg or unlikely to be believed by the

Though PE classes are losing ground to you want to communicate the main ideas
subjects deemed more important, they in a clear, logical order

are still key to promoting physical activity | « the language or syntax of the source isn't
among students. alelorureaudionc

PE is recommended to encourage physical | - only the maimpeintsof the

activity among youth. However, many think | to be explained

that PE enrollment has likely declined =« you want to explain an idea found in
significantly in the U.S. in the last ten multiple sources

years. Concerns about school funding and

academic priorities are the major reasons

PE may be in decline.







Source A

A study in the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science found that, "On measures of civic knowledge, political skills, political
efficacy, and tolerance, 16-year-olds, on average, are obtaining scores similar
to those of adults. . . . Adolescents in this age range are developmentally
ready to vote”

Source B

Social scientists Tak Wing Chan and Matthew Clayton say that 16- and
17-year-olds wouldn't be competent voters because “research in neuroscience
suggests that the brain, specifically the prefrontal cortex, is still undergoing

major reconstruction and development during the teenage years, and added
that the prefrontal cortex is what “enables us to weigh dilemmas, balance
trade-offs and, in short, make reasonable decisions in politics.”

Source C

Austria lowered the voting age to 16 in 2007. According to Markus
Wagner, social sciences professor at the University of Vienna, et al,, studies of
subsequent elections show “the quality of these [younger] citizens’ choices
is similar to that of older voters, so they do cast votes in ways that enable their
interests to be represented equally well”

Which onhes are most relevant

1o the arﬁumerﬁr?

To your ‘ducli_er\ce and purpose?

Which ones Prowcle GPGCI—pIc
inFormation that would make
+he araumerﬂ' 9+ronﬁer7

: ‘Wh|ch ones are Pr‘om crechlale
""_",g.fsourceg'? b -

‘\ : ‘- "'2 A'.');.‘A. p

Whlch or\es seem o be less

cr*edﬂole’g e

N heB e B ormation is

heeded to decide i+ the source
is relioble and credble?



Questions to Ask about Evidence

Is the source credible, from an organization that can be trusted to be unbiased?

s it current—published in the last five years for most topics?
For science and technology topics, was it published in the previous one or two years?

Is it from a primary source—that is, does it contain first-hand accounts and information?
If yes, might the source contain any bias?

Does it directly relate to other evidence?

Does it specifically and directly address the claim?

Is the quantity of evidence sufficient to build a convincing argument?

20



Example from Text

UNIT 9-CHECKPOINT 1.1:
Evaluating Perspectives

Position on Topic

Perspective

| O Acadomics Professionat |

[ Personal Expenence/
Testimony
O Assumption/

) Common Social
Obsaervation

(0 Cultural Attitudes
0 Hypothetical

) Academic/ Professional |

J Personal Experience/
Testimony

O Assumption/

0 Common Social
Observation

0 Cultural Attitudes
O Hypothetical

| "D Academic/ Professional |

] Personal Exporience/
Testimony

O Assumptson/

) Common Social
Obsarvation

O Cultural Attitudes
0 Hypothetical

0] Acadomic/ Professional |

0 Personal Expenance/
Testimony

O Assumption/

) Common Social
Obsorvation

0 Cultural Attitudes
J Hypothetical

Function

This perspective

0 supports

O comploments

0 contradicts

the writer's view that

O supports

0 complaments

0 contradicts

the writer's view that

This perspective

O supports

0 complements

0 contradicts

the writer's view that

O supports

O complemonts

0 contradicts

the wrdter's view that

ExAMPLE

PosiTion

PERSPECTIVE

FUNCTION

Source A:

”On measures of civic
knowledge, political
skills, political efficacy,
andtolerance, 16-year-
olds, on average, are
obtainingscores similar
to thoseofadults.”

TEENS ARE
DEVELOPMENTALLY
CAPABLE OF VOTING

AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF pPoLITICAL &
SOCIAL SCIENCE

Source C:

“Younger voters “cast
votesin ways that
enable their interests to
be represented equally
well” as older voters.”

TEENS IN AUSTRIA
HAVE SIMILAR
VoTING QUALITIES
AND EXPERIENCES
AS ADULTS, AND
THIS MAKES THEM
CAPABLE OF VOTING

SocIAL SCIENCES
PROFESSOR FROM
VIENNA, AUSTRIA

THESE SOURCES
COMPLEMENT EACH
OTHER AND
THEREFORE
SUPPORT THE
WRITER OF THE
PAPER. WHILE
DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVES,
BOTH HAVE THE
SAME POSITION.




Source A

“On measurss of civic
knowledge, political skills,
political efficacy, and
tolerancse, 16-year-olds, on
average, are obtaining
scores similar to those of
adults.”

Source C

Younger voters “cast votes
in ways that enable their
interasts to be represented
equally well” as older
voters.

Synthesis

The voting ags in the United States
should bse lowsersd to age 16. Both testing
and actual experience have shown that
16-ysar-olds have the civic knowledgs to
be informed voters capable of representing
their interests. “On measuras of civic
knowledge, political skills, political efficacy,
and tolerance, 16-year-olds, on averags,
are obtaining scores similar to those of
adults,” concluded a study in the Annals of
the American Academy of Political and
Social Science. In 2007, Austria granted
sixteen-ysar-olds the right to vots.
University of Vienna studies of slections
since 2007 reveal that younger voters take
voting seriously and “cast votes in ways
that enable their interests to be
reprasentad equally well” as older voters.

KNS
{

AlJrhouah there are

' many. ways to

9yn+heslze Sources,

start on exPresc;lna in
onhe c;eh’ret’nce how
‘both +oae+her GuPPor'Jr
I,your‘ clam..

. Useoa varreer.uoP

sour'cec; ‘hot Jucsi' your

' ;'own experlence to
’ develop your position.



. UNIT 7-Join the Conversation:
Synthesis Full Drafting Organizer

Uit T: Synthasis Full Essay Drafting Organizer
Lassed-ir1 aschdinpssing an abstract conceplt

Intraduetion

Sige evidence is derived from
a 6+Y‘Ohﬂ +oPic sentence in
araumenf

Transitional clause or sentence:

%{:hm 1 -%{:nrm:m:n:u abstract idea in thesis
Thouah many adu"‘-g ”jlll ” : [ Lead-in lo source information | Source information

COHGIder +88h9 CI\/ICO"Y . Explain heow Sourca infar relabes bo the claim arvd bo th reasoning that justifies

disenaaaed,

Transition bo comph dscussion or another gmmpla?
(Mot ondy . .. but alsg.. . ]

5
18
5
2
af
2

Bady Paragraph 1

Laoad-in 1o source information Source information

Explaif hew Souinc ifloi alaber ifr & 1o e roasoning that justifies
ih

Reconnect i abstract idea in thesis




Source Information: Synthests Full et Orparir

. Choose quo’rec; (however |ona that L sl ey ey o
might be) that relate to your

araumenf

o Does it support, compliment, or | =

contraodict my claim?

i

ns throughou

Expiiann Py 0608 slpemnaton relabes clatm ped 4 thi reasonng that justiies
that claim and appeals 1o the sudiencn

L Trim this quote down to ~I5 words.

5
£
1B
£
£
7
B
")
=
{18
0
2
-

o Dont be afraid 1o use brackets
and ellipses or use your owh e —————
words to breok up a lengthy
quote.

Riscoreinesct B Bbatred ke in thisss




L = 1 2 UNIT 7-Join the Conversation:
: Synthesis Full Drafting Organizer

Lead-in: Transitioning to source material by = Ui 7 Syt Full xsay Orafing Oganier
combining it with your own original language. T

[ Thaxsis with subcedirat Clauss kad-in:

Introduction

Khow that your original language doesnt have
to Precede the source language.

Transitional clause o Sertencs:

Claim 1 [ Coonniction 1o abstract idea in thasis

e Make sure quote Prom source is short. | Q&
G-I o I"A.ll:{'lﬂhfm.‘:m
- Take out your own words and substitute
up to 9-5 words fFrom a source. | oo oo hemion e i ot s

Sounca mformation

B
F=
{2
B
2
z
[
£
g
=
1
3
£

Transition b complen discussion o another sampla?
Mok ondy .., Bl alsg ... )

Body Paragraph 1

e Ik you Include an author’s name, you must
re_c_erence hig/her- cr—eden+la\g Liasd-iny b sounce information [ Sourcar infiprmation

Explairy horwy Sounce inlormation nkilis 1o th caim anhd bo the asoning that uitifes
thed clsim and appaals o the sudiencs.

e Avoid 'in the text' "gays, " ‘states " ond
‘claims"

Reconnact to abstract kea in Thess




Although it may be commonly (choose one: arﬂued, theorized,
proposed, presented, accepted) that ‘insert source information
that the paragraph wil refute without mentioning source’s name"
(insert citation), ( present your counterclam which may include
onother source's text).

©The Garden of English 2019

Although it may be commonly theorized that I7-year-olds wouldn't
be competent voters' (Chan and CIaeron),

matches their heed for representation in
hational politics.



(Exper’r’e (or publication's) Name), a (credentiols that suggest validier), (choose one: argues,
presents, details, theorizes, refutes, challenges, exposes, (an\/Jrhinﬂ but "eaye,“ ‘states," or 'claims")
(insert text and citation).

©The Garden of English 2019

Markus V\/agner‘,a social sciences Proﬁe%or, acknowledges Hhaot "[younﬁer voters ] cast votes in
ways that endble their interests to be represerﬁed equally well".

Experts (or publication's) Name), a (credentiols that suggest validity), (choose one: araues,
presents, details, theorizes, refutes, chdllenges, exposes, (any’rhih but ‘says," "states," or ‘claims"))
(Flow 'into the less than 13 words you in+en3 on quoting' (Citation));, however, it must be admitted
that (insert a point of concession in relation to the sources argument).

©The Garden of English 2019

David Davenport--a research Fellow at-the Hoover Institution--suggests that 'it IG-year-olds were
dlowed to vote' nations would be ‘bringing the least politically infFormed [.and..] experienced' voters
to the polls; however, it must be admitted that he negects to consider how teens are affected by
Poliﬁcal Ieaislaﬂon



Summarize the context before the textual evidence and then How ‘into the
less than 13 words you intend on quoting' (Citation).

©The Garden of English 2019

For example, oPter Austria recently lowered their voting age, they realized
that “the quality of these [younaer] citizens' choices is similar to that of older
voters" (V\/agner).

Summarize the context before the textual evidence and then Flow ‘into the
less than 13 words you intend on guoting' (Citation); however, it must be
admitted that (insert a point of conhcession in relation to the sources
argumenﬂ.

©The Garden of English 2019

For example, ofter Austria recently lowered their voting age, they realized
that "the quality of these [younﬂer] citizens’ choices is similar to that of older
voters" (\/\/aaner); however, Wagner Lails to account For the Fact that the
younger voters are influenced by the older voters with whom they live.



UNIT 7-Join the Conversation:
Synthesis Full Drafting Organizer

This is the beainnihg of a lood\/ parograph with no [ Unit 7: Synthesis Ful Essay Drafting Organizer
Lassed-ir1 aschdinpssing an abstract conceplt
commen’rary.

Intraduetion

Although it may be commonly theorized that 'I7-
year—olds wouldn't be competent voters' (Chan
and Claeror\), _
%{:nrm:h:n:u abstract idoa in thess
For example, after Austria P e
recently lowered their voting age, they have

E
{ &
£
=
(=
£
3
z

since realized that 'the guality of these | e e s s
[younﬂer] citizens’ choices is similar to that of : B
older voters' (V\/aﬁner) Ih fact Markus g ool ..t dho...)
Waﬁner,a social sciences Propessor', T . T
acknowledges that the Lyounger voters] cast | _

votes in ways that enableld] their interests to b i cli and appadks o the sudience, 0 T usties

be represented equally well’ | ot st s




. Shortest qqur‘és Poséib\e o

. Flow within your' owhn Ianaua@e et |

. Only mention outhor iF you requlre Inls/her‘ |
credentials For vahoh’ry |

. When in doubt, use your dlr'ech quo+e€~

. Paren+he+|cally cite if the au+|nor'c; name is
not lncluded in the senJrence :
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