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25. The Rhetorical Situation & 
Identifying Rhetorical Choices

4. Writing for Sophistication 

3. Generating Evidence & 
Effective Quote Integration

2. Providing & Explaining 
Commentary

1. A Focus on Line of 
Reasoning 



Challenge Area ● In the 21st century, it is 
often presented that 
the world revolves 
around you.

● People “like” your post; 
people subscribe to 
your channel; people 
follow you.



The Empathetic Question

If I were an audience member in this 
situation or circumstance, how would I 
need to be spoken to in order to 
respond (the way the speaker wants)?



Concrete versus Abstract

● Rhetoric is fundamentally 
concrete & abstract

● All elements of the 
rhetorical situation need 
to be evaluated in both 
concrete & abstract





A Leg Up?



Turning Definitions into C+A Questions
● context (A)

○ When was this argument generated? 
○ Where was this argument generated? 
○ What is social and cultural background that 

influences the creation of the argument?
● exigence (C)

○ What has happened to make the speaker 
respond?



Context & Exigence
This organizer works for context as well:
Context is the cause of exigence; exigence is the cause for writing.



Turning Definitions into C+A Questions

● writer or speaker (C & A)
○ Concrete: Who is literally speaking?
○ Abstract: What character qualities does this speaker 

present?  What does this speaker value?  What constitutes his 
authority?

● Audience (C&A)
○ Concrete: Who is literally listening? (name, age, location)
○ Abstract: What are the collective character qualities of those 

listening?  What type of people are they? What are their 
backgrounds? What are their values? What are their beliefs?  
What are their needs?



Turning Definitions into Questions
● message (A)

○ What subject is the speaker actually discussing?
○ What is the audience supposed to understand 

about the subject of the text?
● purpose (C)

○ What should the audience do once they know the 
message?

○ How should the audience respond once they 
know the message?



If these are the parts 
of the rhetorical 
situation, these are the 
questions that need to be 
asked to inspire 
evaluation of  both the 
concrete and abstract -
both for students as 
readers and for 
students as writers of 
their own arguments.



https://ifaketextmessage.com/

Accessing Existing Literacies



Verbs for 
Rhetorical Analysis

The book discusses the 
importance of 
diversifying verbs to help 
students focus on what 
the writer is doing.
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Concrete Abstract



https://ifaketextmessage.com/

Accessing Existing Literacies

● Have your students look at the last meaningful 
text message exchange.

● Identify & analyze exchange for elements of the 
rhetorical situation, both the concrete and 
abstract.

● Evaluate how well the text messages reflect an 
awareness of the rhetorical situation.
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Notice the adaptability of the 
charts to scaffold through 
various literacies & complexities. 
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