
Contextualizing Memes 
and Internet Challenges



the reason for the 
argument and the desired 
result; the goal to be 
accomplished by 
communicating; consider 
purpose verbs such as: 
persuade, narrate, 
describe

the person 
communicating a 

position about the 
subject to the 

audience

WRITER/
SPEAKER

the person or group 
targeted to receive 
the communication from 
the speaker

the topic and/or message the 
speaker communicates to the 

audience; speakers must 
carefully consider the 

audience’s attitude and 
understanding of the subject

PURPOSE

AUDIENCEMESSAGE

CONTEXT

the situation in which the 
communication occurs. To identify 
the appropriate occasion, consider: 
time, place, culture and background 
events

the impetus, the 
spark, reason for 
writing (immediate 

context)

EXIGENCE

MEDIUM
the vehicle through which 
the text is communicated 

(form,type)



Researching the 
Broader Context

https://mashable.com/article/how-it-started-twitter-meme
https://www.fastcompany.com/90570574/how-it-started-vs-how-its-going-has-become-the-all-purpose-meme-of-2020
https://www.marketing-interactive.com/brands-put-on-their-creative-caps-for-the-how-it-started-vs-how-it-s-going-trend
https://www.thesilab.com/resource/going-viral-the-psychology-of-how-and-why-we-share-on-social-media
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590037420300029
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8730751/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220928-the-surprising-power-of-internet-memes
https://simonkingsnorth.com/what-brands-can-learn-from-the-success-of-viral-memes-internet-trends/
https://blog.ocoya.com/blog/trending-social-memes
https://vocal.media/humans/biggest-viral-trends-and-challenges-of-2025
https://www.wired.com/story/facebook-10-year-meme-challenge/
https://medium.com/@pagany/the-hidden-influence-of-memes-on-modern-culture-163de9337890

