
Selecting a Memoir Topic 
& Creating Scene(s)



Lesson Overview

The purpose of this assignment is to explore the 
art of capturing scenes and emotions while using 
figurative language and specific, vivid details as 
well as dialogue. To see the value of specific 
scenes–or moments–and how narrative strategies 
can capture the emotion of these scenes, you will 
study stories through the lens of "Humans of New 
York" in preparation for writing personal memoir 
scenes. 

The questions/prompts on the following slides you 
to think about storytelling through personal 
experiences, the significance of scenes and 
emotions, and how Stanton's project relates to 
broader themes of human connection and memoir 
writing. 

"Humans": Connecting with the world one photo at a time

A decade ago Brandon Stanton began photographing and interviewing random strangers on the streets of 
New York, opening doors into the lives of everyday people and their experiences of joy, pain, success and 
struggle. His social media endeavor, Humans of New York, begat a successful book. In the years since he's 
traveled to more than 40 countries, collecting portraits and stories for his latest book, "Humans." Stanton 
talked with correspondent Jim Axelrod about finding the human connections we need now more than ever.

Subscribe to the "CBS Sunday Morning" Channel HERE: http://bit.ly/20gXwJT
Get more of "CBS Sunday Morning" HERE: http://cbsn.ws/1PlMmAz
Follow "CBS Sunday Morning" on Instagram HERE: http://bit.ly/23XunIh
Like "CBS Sunday Morning" on Facebook HERE: https://www.facebook.com/CBSSundayMorning/
Follow "CBS Sunday Morning" on Twitter HERE: http://bit.ly/1RquoQb

Get the latest news and best in original reporting from CBS News delivered to your inbox. Subscribe to 
newsletters HERE: http://cbsn.ws/1RqHw7T

Get your news on the go! Download CBS News mobile apps HERE: http://cbsn.ws/1Xb1WC8

Get new episodes of shows you love across devices the next day, stream local news live, and watch full 

How does Humans of New York function similarly to a 
memoir? In what ways do the short narratives capture the 
essence of personal stories, and how do they give insight 
into the lives of the people featured?

Record your answer here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSUDUbk2rf4


The STORY Behind 
“Humans of New York”

Humans of New York

Brandon Stanton moved to New York in 2010. As an amateur photographer, he was fascinated by the crowds of characters
throughout the city. He began to take street portraits of the people he met and share them in an album on his timeline 
named, Humans of New York.

As his photos started to gain a following, he created a Facebook Page that started a movement. There are "Humans of 
..." Facebook Pages for nearly every major city in the world, while the HONY photographer himself is something of a 
celebrity on the streets of New York.

Brandon's Facebook community of more than 2.3 million people is more than just an audience. Together, they have raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars for charity and have propelled Brandon to become a New York Times bestselling author 
after he published a book of his work in 2013.

Browse through past Humans of New York photos on Facebook and like the Page to see more in the future: 
facebook.com/humansofnewyork

This is one of 10 stories celebrating Facebook's 10th anniversary and a decade of connections made possible through the 
platform. See the rest at facebookstories.com/10

Credits:
Presented by Facebook Stories

Brandon Stanton often focuses on emotions and the 
universal human experience. Why do you think this 
emotional connection is important in his work? How does it 
reflect key themes found in memoir writing about shared 
human struggles, joy, and complexity?

Record your answer here
What is the significance of sharing everyday stories through 
a platform like Humans of New York? How does this 
contribute to the preservation of personal histories, and 
how does it compare to the memoir’s role in capturing 
individual experiences for future readers?

Record your answer here

This Is The Human Behind "Humans Of New York" | Mashable Docs

We follow Brandon Stanton, the photographer behind the popular Humans of New York blog, as he goes in search of 
subjects to photograph.

TechKNOWledgy you can use from Verizon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq1cUYYvoTIlist=PLrbQTM5j6LLDQ1ll81ryTW6bVtGvOZeRU

http://www.mashable.com
LIKE us on FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/mashable
FOLLOW us on TWITTER: https://twitter.com/mashable
FOLLOW us on TUMBLR: http://mashable.tumblr.com
FOLLOW our INSTAGRAM: http://instagram.com/mashable
JOIN our circle on GOOGLE PLUS: https://plus.google.com/+Mashable
Subscribe!: goo.gl/kOT0ri

Mashable is the leading independent news site for all things tech, social media, and internet culture.
http://www.youtube.com/mashable http://www.mashable.com
LIKE us on FACEBOOK: http://facebook.com/mashable.video
FOLLOW us on TWITTER: http://twitter.com/mashablevideo
FOLLOW us on TUMBLR: http://mashable.tumblr.com
FOLLOW our INSTAGRAM: http://instagram.com/mashable
JOIN our circle on GOOGLE PLUS: http://plus.google.com/+Mashable

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEOfFzCcBU0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bcm6kwWv09o


The STORY Behind 
“Humans of New York”

Click the image to the right; there, you will find 
a first person history of Humans of New York.

Record your reflection and notes here

Screenshot 2025-06-10 at 10.46.37 AM.png

https://www.humansofnewyork.com/humans-of-new-york


Introducing “Humans of New York”

In addition to the randomly chosen interviews that 
have become the hallmark of Humans of New York, 
over the years I have partnered with several 
organizations to profile certain populations or 
highlight important issues. These series are consistent 
with the rest of my work in that they feature the same 
portrait/interview style which centers the individual. 
But taken together, these collections of ‘first-person’ 
narratives examine a larger issue: whether that be 
prison reform, the Syrian refugee crisis, or the 
Rwandan genocide. For nearly all of these series, the 
storytelling occurred in parallel to a fundraising 
campaign, and several million dollars were raised to 
support research or advocacy in these area. 

Click the thumbnail to the right.; here you will find 
several stories within a series. Answer the questions 
that follow.

Screenshot 2025-06-10 at 10.51.03 AM.png

Screenshot 2025-06-10 at 10.51.11 AM.png

https://www.humansofnewyork.com/series
https://www.humansofnewyork.com/series


Stories: “Humans of New York”

1. Community Impact: Find a story where 
someone is making a positive impact in their 
community. How are they contributing, and 
what motivates them? Answer here

2. Personal Reflections: Choose a post where 
the person shares a personal reflection or 
lesson learned. What insights did you gain 
from their experience? Answer here

3. Historical Perspective: Locate a story that 
discusses a historical event or period. How 
does this person's story connect to broader 
historical contexts? Answer here

1. Discovering Stories: Find a story of 
someone who has overcome a significant 
challenge. What was the challenge, and how 
did they overcome it? Answer here

2. Cultural Exploration: Locate a post 
featuring someone from a culture different 
from your own. What did you learn about 
their background or traditions? Answer here

3. Career Insights: Identify a post where the 
person discusses their career or passion. 
What inspired them to pursue this path? 
Answer here



Exploring Scenes from 
“Humans of New York”



Directions

❏ The following slides have stories (or “scenes”) to review. 
❏ Review the stories, and answer the questions provided.

❏ If there is a question that you cannot answer based on the 
story (for example, if there isn’t any imagery, leave it blank, 
but consider why that might not be part of the storytelling).

❏ When you finishing analyzing the scenes from the slides, 
complete the reflection section at the end of this slideshow. 



Post 1

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 2

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 3

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here

Screenshot 2025-06-10 at 11.03.51 AM.png

Click the photo for the story.

https://www.humansofnewyork.com/series-posts/invisible-wounds-8


Post 4

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 5

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 6

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 7

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 8

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 9

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 10

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 11

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 12

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 13

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 14

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 15

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 16

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 17

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 18

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 19

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 20

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 21

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 22

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 23

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Post 24

Key Scene Characteristics & Epiphany/Reflection: Describe the 
setting, character(s), conflict/tension, notable details that 
contribute to mood.

Record your answer here
Universal Emotion(s): Identify the primary emotions conveyed in 
the post. How does the photograph & text evoke these emotions?

Record your answer here
Images and Figurative Language: Identify any vivid images, 
figurative language, and/or descriptions. How do these enhance 
the emotional impact or create a vivid mental picture?

Record your answer here
Reflection/Epiphany: Identify the shift or realization the speaker 
conveys in this post. What is their lesson, a-ha, or shift in 
perspective?

Record your answer here



Reflecting & Connecting 
to Classroom Content



The Human Experience

insert chosen scene here
How do the photographs and short anecdotes in Humans of 
New York act as snapshots or “scenes” in a person's life? 
Pick one example and explain how the story of the person 
unfolds like a scene from a memoir or a moment of 
storytelling. Choose from the website here.

Record your answer here
Memoir writing often evokes deep emotions by delving into 
personal experiences. How do the stories in Humans of New 
York use emotions to make us reflect on our own lives and 
the lives of others? How does the scene you have chosen 
convey a “bigger” human experience? 

Record your answer here

https://www.humansofnewyork.com


Identity, Reflection, & Storytelling Technique

Consider the brevity (shortness) of each Humans of New 
York post. How does Stanton’s use of short, concise 
storytelling mirror techniques used in memoir writing, 
where a few key moments or reflections capture the 
essence of a much larger experience?

Record your answer here

Think about your own ideas and what scene you could 
possibly create for your own personal writing/memoir. 
What do you hope to capture about the “larger human 
experience?”

Record your answer here

Many of the stories in Humans of New York reflect on 
identity, purpose, and self-reflection. How does this type of 
introspection align with memoir writing, and why is it 
valuable in exploring the human condition?

Record your answer here



Reflection

Write a reflection discussing how "Humans 
of New York" captures the essence of 
everyday life and universal human 
experiences. 

Consider:

● What makes these posts effective in 
conveying emotions and scenes?

● How does the combination of image 
and text work together to create a 
powerful narrative?

● What techniques from "Humans of 
New York" can you apply to your own 
writing to enhance your memoir 
scenes?

Respond your answer here
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