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Writing as Thinking

To change the photo:

1. Select a brand-approved photo 
and copy it to your clipboard.

2. On this slide, delete the 
current photo.

3. Select the image placeholder.

4. Paste the new photo from your 
clipboard.

5. Right-click and choose Crop 
to adjust what part of the 
image shows through the 
window.

6. Delete these steps if you are 
sharing this presentation 
externally.
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“Writing is 
thinking on 

paper, or talking 
to someone on 
paper. Anyone 

who thinks 
clearly can write 

clearly, about 
anything at all.” 

William Zinsser 
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Historical Thinking

To change the photo:

1. Select a brand-approved photo 
and copy it to your clipboard.

2. On this slide, delete the 
current photo.

3. Select the image placeholder.

4. Paste the new photo from your 
clipboard.

5. Right-click and choose Crop 
to adjust what part of the 
image shows through the 
window.

6. Delete these steps if you are 
sharing this presentation 
externally.
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Putting it Together: Historical Writing



How does the student demonstrate 
they have or have not not learned 

to think (and write) like a 
historian?
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1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

How do you assess students use of complex 
argumentation?

Use sample 
essays from AP 
Central for 
examples/

Use a colored 
pencil and 
highling attempts 
at complexity

Now apply it to 
the rubric.

Does the student 
earn the point?

What will be the 
standard in your 
classroom?

Look for complexity in 
the essay



To change the photo:

1. Select a brand-approved photo and 
save it to your Desktop.

2. On this slide, delete the current 
photo.

3. Select the image placeholder.

4. Paste the new photo from your 
Desktop.

5. Right-click and choose Crop to 
adjust what part of the image shows 
through the window.

6. Delete these steps if you are sharing 
this presentation externally.

Complexity is not a 
Unicorn if you help 
your students 
understand how to 
develop it.
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What does/will this look like in your 
classroom?



Demonstrating Complexity 



Complexity is something students 
can master and demonstrate on AP 

exams.
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Click to edit title
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“It is strongly recommended for teachers not to leave the teaching of Unit 9 to the very last 
moment in their pacing guide. Planning in a week or two of AP exam review at the end of the 
course just before the exam allows for some leeway to use a few of those days to cover fully Unit 
9. AP exam review can perhaps be either asynchronous or after school/another possible time to 
readjust for late schedule changes. Another option is to include Unit 9 topics early and 
throughout the academic year. Students have an awareness of modern issues in society today 
and the later parts of Unit 9 concern a Europe and world similar to their own. Connecting 
therefore from earlier historical periods and units to Unit 9 in a meaningful way allows later 
content to be introduced earlier in the course. In addition encouraging students to examine 
connections between periods in European History and similarities and differences in historical 
developments, such as women’s roles and rights, is an excellent way to build those essential 
historical thinking skills. Connections is also of course one of the pathways to complexity in 
the LEQ and DBQ to introducing Unit 9 earlier into the course not only helps build the skill 
of demonstrating a complex understanding the historical developments, but it brings home 
to student the relevance of the course to their own times and lives. 











Thinking about Writing 





Teacher Toolbox for Writing and Thinking

1. Writing Across the Curriculum
2. Stylistic Moves Toward Sophistication
3. 10 Ways to Start a Sentence
4. Subordinate Clauses
5. Combining Clauses & Sentence Combining

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f7TshhrLMLEkhZyzvUWETdeOClsaFmjGQbryu5jrln0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WeR3vf0_tkxFSXQAILlYC_3jZc2amsPdQ8wsSy9kSqA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aWBOOQE6L5Nx8RBlxotBAm1FYZzgmUPDnFzga9wSKEk/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n3TIgC6AFXDpY5G7AIzHstOJBZJJDy7Do8kY7P38ygQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14U6nQ7ND7s0n7jeY8zFUQKVCW37q3OU1/view?usp=sharing
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Thank You to Our Sponsor

https://perfectionlearning.com/ap-and-honors/social-studies?srsltid=AfmBOooWml3PuUPQGUJwguOLwLQqFtY4-DLxbJPa2c6219q6_O18gBU5&plcstate=al&plcsite=nat
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