
5 Ways to Leverage

to BUILD BETTER WRITERS

with Laura Kebart, M.Ed.
&Perfection Learning

Speaking + Listening



Character Debate Club
Say It, Then Write It
Podcasting Pre-writes
Peer Interviews
3 x 3
Complements & Counterclaims

5 Strategies:



What the Research Says:

Reading Rockets
Source: https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/comprehension/articles/speaking-and-listening-contentarea-learning

Reading and writing float on a
sea of talk. Oral language

development facilitates print
literacy; speaking and listening

are essential for comprehension
and writing. 



Drop your grade
level in the chat:

What grade(s) are you
teaching this year? 



STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Character Debate Club

Turn your classroom into a mini courtroom or debate
hall. Assign students character roles from your

current novel or short story, and ask them to defend
decisions, motives, or actions.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Character Debate Club
Turn your classroom into a mini courtroom or debate hall. Assign students character roles from your

current novel or short story, and ask them to defend decisions, motives, or actions.

The Giver 
Should Jonas have

shared the memories
sooner?

Esperanza Rising 
Was Esperanza right 

to trust Miguel?

Bud, Not Buddy 
Did Bud make the
right choice to run

away?

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Character Debate Club

Why it works: 
Oral debate = rehearsal for claims and evidence. 

Students hear multiple sentence frames and ideas before writing.

Bonus: Builds empathy and teaches respectful disagreement.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Character Debate Club

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


Character Debate Club
Any Short Story or Novel

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


What the Research Says:

Keys to Literacy
Source: https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/

The more kids know about spoken
language, the better equipped they are to

succeed in reading and writing. Oral
language skills form the foundation for

literacy, and spoken vocabulary predicts
later writing success. 





STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Say It, Then Write It

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Say It, Then Write It

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Say It, Then Write It

Give students sentence
starters (like training

wheels for their writing).  

First, they practice
saying a full sentence
out loud to a partner.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Say It, Then Write It

Give students
sentence starters

(like training
wheels for their

writing).  

First, they practice
saying a full

sentence out loud to
a partner.

Then they
immediately

write that
same

sentence.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Say It, Then Write It

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


Fiction & Nonfiction Stems

Say It, Then Write It

One reason ___ is important is…

The author’s main idea is ___, which is shown…

Some people believe ___, but I think…

This detail matters because it shows…

The evidence proves ___ because…

One reason ___ is important is…

The author’s main idea is ___, which is shown…

Some people believe ___, but I think…

This detail matters because it shows…

The evidence proves ___ because…

A symbol/example of ___ is ___ because…

If I had been ___, I would have…

In my opinion, the most convincing point is…

A counterpoint someone might make is ___, but…

This connects to real life because…

A symbol/example of ___ is ___ because…

If I had been ___, I would have…

In my opinion, the most convincing point is…

A counterpoint someone might make is ___, but…

This connects to real life because…

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


What the Research Says:

Writers Who Care (2024)
Source: https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/2024/10/02/using-verbal-rehearsal-with-students-a-wayto-support-stronger-first-drafts/

Verbal rehearsal helps students
draft stronger first sentences and

paragraphs. Scaffolded
opportunities for oral rehearsal
improve sentence structure and

cohesion before writing. 





STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Podcasting Pre-writes

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Podcasting Pre-writes

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

CHOOSE ONE:

Rant about whether the narrator can be trusted.

Rant about the problem you have with the author’s message.

Rant about the main character’s choice(s), then offer advice.



STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Podcasting Pre-writes

Have students record a
60-second “mini-podcast”

on their phone,
Chromebook, or even just

by speaking to another
student in a partner or

small group setup.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Podcasting Pre-writes

Have students record a
60-second “mini-

podcast” on their phone,
Chromebook, or even just

by speaking to another
student in a partner or

small group setup.

When listening back,
they jot down keywords
and use those notes to
jump-start their draft.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Podcasting Pre-writes

Have students record a
60-second “mini-

podcast” on their phone,
Chromebook, or even just

by speaking to another
student in a partner or

small group setup.

When listening back
from a recording

device, they jot down
keywords and use

those notes to jump-
start their draft.

 If doing this with a partner or
small group, then that person

(or persons) will share the
keywords and phrases they
jotted down as the talking

student spoke. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Why it works: 

Hearing themselves speak fluently first 
lowers anxiety and builds confidence.

Podcasting Pre-writes

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


Podcasting Pre-writes
Rants or Reflections

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Podcasting Pre-writes

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


What the Research Says:

StriveTLC
Source: https://strivetlc.com/the-importance-of-writing-how-oral-language-lays-the-foundation-for-stude nt-success-blog-11/

When students talk through ideas
before writing, they organize their

thoughts, internalize language
structures, and build confidence.
Talking drafts out loud supports
reluctant writers and helps them

transfer oral skills into written text. 





STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Peer Interviews

Pair students and let
them interview each
other before writing.

This works beautifully
for personal

narratives, reflective
writing, or even
literary analysis.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Peer Interviews

Pair students and let
them interview each
other before writing.

This works beautifully
for personal

narratives, reflective
writing, or even
literary analysis.

Why it works: 
Oral storytelling is the

natural bridge to
written narratives.

Plus, it builds
community and makes

students feel heard.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Peer Interviews

My “pro tip” is to have students
do this as a bell ringer (warm-up,
hook, do-now) once a week for a

few weeks leading up to your
impending narrative writing unit.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Peer Interviews

My “pro tip” is to have students do this as
a bell ringer (warm-up, hook, do-now)

once a week for a few weeks leading up to
your impending narrative writing unit.

By the time you get into
that unit, students will have

a library of personal
accounts to draw from so
they’re not starting from
scratch when it’s time to
think of a narrative topic.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


Peer Interviews

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


Peer Interviews
(serious, funny, off-the-wall, etc)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


https://www.canva.com/design/DAG3w-qikEs/8xC4TmJW88iyv-A4DAAsXA/edit?utm_content=DAG3w-qikEs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


What the Research Says:

Neuhaus Education Center Case Study (2021)
Source: https://neuhaus.org/wp-content/uploads/Case-Study_Oral-Language-Supports-Writing-Improvement.pdf

Improving oral language directly
contributes to improvements in

written composition. Daily structured
oral-language routines (naming,

describing, retelling) for just 5–10
minutes led to significant gains in
vocabulary, logical sentences, and
story composition over 3 months.





STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

Repeat 
throughout

 the unit 
as often as

possible

3 x 3
This one’s short, sweet, and effective. 

Pose a big
question. 

Give students three
minutes to discuss
with a partner, then

three minutes to
write. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

3 x 3

Why it works: 
Low-stakes, timed “bursts” normalize

writing fluency and stamina.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


STRATEGY #  STRATEGY #  

3 x 3

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


General Prompts
3 x 3

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing




Complements & Counterclaims

[This one is perfect for a closure activity,
especially if you’re running a writing workshop]



Complements & Counterclaims
Why it works: 

Oral feedback boosts confidence and models revision. 
It also strengthens classroom culture by making peer critique

productive and supportive.



End class with a mini “feedback circle.” 

Complements & Counterclaims



Complements & Counterclaims

“I like how you used ___,
can you add more about

___?”

“Your evidence is
strong; what if you

included ___?”

“I agree with your
idea, but maybe

consider ___.”



Complements & Counterclaims
Feedback Stems

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GvpNULwfAzuhGPvRD-J_7EA0-Ywxw6R-6BZfeIyTFG8/edit?usp=sharing


Complements 
& Counterclaims



TASK CARDS

https://languageartsteachers.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Speaking_Listening_Task_Cards.pdf


Handy Dandy Cheat Sheet



Handy Dandy Cheat Sheet

https://languageartsteachers.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Speaking-Listening-Cheat-Sheet.pdf


Character Debates Podcasting Pre-writes

Say It, Then Write It Peer Interviews

3 x 3

Which One Will You Use First?
Complements & Counterclaims



My Contact
Information:

contact@languageartsteachers.com

www.languageartsteachers.com

Laura KebartLaura Kebart


