
Please drop your name 

and location in the chat.



Middle of the Year: 
Where are you 

going? Where have 
you been?*  

December 2025

*shout out to Joyce Carol Oates

Please drop your name 

and location in the chat.



Write into It.

IN THE CHAT: How are you feeling? How 
are your students feeling? What have or 
will you do to celebrate any growth and 

prepare them to move forward? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHdviZkM7S4


Celebrate the Gains
What the First Semester Shows About Growth

● As the semester closes, teachers often focus on unfinished tasks.
● But students usually show more growth than we realize when we 

pause to look.



What Real Growth Looks Like

● Students move from summary to interpretation.
● Writers take interpretive risks; ideas deepen.
● Confidence grows: participation, thinking, revision.
● Improvement comes from steady, purposeful practice.



Rest, Reset, and Enter Second Semester

● Avoid assigning homework over break—rest consolidates learning.
● Compare early vs. recent work in January to highlight growth.
● Start second semester with clarity, momentum, and a growth mindset.



Some of Brandon’s Materials and Activities

● Brilliant things I read in your papers this semester.
● AP Lit: “Seeing the Unseen” or “Scene-ing the Unseen” 
● AP Lang: “Rhetoric in Performance” or “Staging the Situation”
● AP Lang: “Synthesis on Air” or “Expert Panel Performance”
● Any Course: “5Rs: Return, Revisit, Revise, Reflect, Resubmit”
● AP Lit / AP Lang Pacing Guide 
● Lang Scope and Sequence Planning Tool
● Lit Scope and Sequence Planning Tool

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MKomeXh-IdA69UCnoQuQe7qFV6jynr6fdHbddotUcCA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GRWvlxgV5hOY4J2yCSiZX6GYkwGjhA1lCZa1eFUWQSY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T5mtTec1KHyvl2Lhr3P5gQMRN-o-BQkc49cp-UHFOfY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13Xi35EtthaRz6uTFUPHzQ97NxGnhc7URMkUx8uUp10o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PWLsvasrCcql5RDEVTzpuSQBjqNSk9h6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102185684171880309974&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15dZl8266ke_ugS3MtS_4--Hvpu2qFu8iqIXpBp1o7Ho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HSHDXR8MQiT7YQzG5GQm5xj4KFYBiMdLtJ7iF-tNmOs/edit?usp=sharing




Mass Insight On-Track Framework

What are your unique challenges? 

https://massinsight.org/advanced-placement/ap-success-tools/on-track-framework/




How can we negotiate the demands of a high-stakes 
standardized test with the need for 

a learner-centered classroom? 

CED 1-3

CED 1-3

CED 4-6 CED 7-9

CED 1-3 Round 1: Course 
Introduction, Benchmarks, MC

CED 1-3 Round 2: King Lear, 
Poetry, MC

CED 4-6 Round 1: Intertextuality 
(Greek Tragedies, Contemporary 
Novels, Poetry), MC

CED 4-6 Round 2: Monster Books, 
Poetry

CED 7-9, Round 1:  Meaning and 
Importance of Food and Rituals 
(Contemporary Novels), 
Metaphysical Poetry, MC

CED 7-9, Round 2, Student Choice 
Text & TED Talk

BENCHMARK 1: Multiple Choice, 
All FRQs (Units 1-9)

SEMESTER EXAM: MC, All FRQs 
(Units 1-6)

YEAR-END EXAM: MC, All FRQs 
(Units 1-9)

● Progress Checks & 
Reflections All Year

Semester 1 Calendar
Semester 2 Calendar

CED 4-6

BENCHMARK 1:
UNITS 1-9

FULL EXAM 2: 
UNITS 1-6

FULL EXAM 3: 
UNITS 1-9

CED 7-9

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-at-a-glance.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-at-a-glance.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-at-a-glance.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-at-a-glance.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i4YAuV9mEXz2EYORcQwG50z4w4z8rKJ5aFXxUK6GIVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m0SanzztwPWrrk_9UHM5IW6NkN3ljy_iKhjDt6N332o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kg4nw21b57wPs-6nCc0PLce482JOjrAspLLrZAAhvAI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1szh0eCSu8X9hHIn_1duI64N-y6Zr9wW29NLr7CpvgQc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oyLCvtFJ-lQfIfMRXtFGjZXKNCiGnjFclJx7mwAD_Uc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lmfuj-9meqf4gXZR-bKWNlMmb-NH--ZiQcF7MCxqQ48/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ijiangg0bfQcTZESjTpl4kifEKvr6XtrPk41Ad2zdtg/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BgjM8k6J2N3yrFODsQIK6XFALkkZ0m4N3gdfpPsOlEg/edit?usp=sharing
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-at-a-glance.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-at-a-glance.pdf


Slide 7: Recovery Stage

● Description: Return to a sense of normalcy and comfort.
● Image: A student smiling and confident in their new environment.



HABIT OF MIND 
RECIPE CARDS



HABIT OF MIND TIK TOK 
ASSIGNMENT: “Very Demure”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tD7HOYhbWWik7nVFaQnlyuizba-YoFNC/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGlJAUiJ-A6mty14eirKyYmUMJXgL0XrrghdvxrpL6Y/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGlJAUiJ-A6mty14eirKyYmUMJXgL0XrrghdvxrpL6Y/edit?tab=t.0




Slide 8: The W-Curve and 12th Graders

● Explanation: How the W-curve applies to 12th graders' unique challenges and transitions.
● Image: A calendar with key dates for 12th graders.

I found our 
friend’s head in 
the cauldron …



HONEYMOON:
● Aspirational but 

cautious
● Habit of Mind: 

Thinking 
Creatively

CULTURE SHOCK:
● Exhausted but 

driven
● Habit of Mind: 

Thinking 
Creatively -- Find 
novel ways to 
enjoy my fall 
season despite 
the stress. 



Portrait of a Comet: Skills within each competency area
Personalized Learning:  Social Construction, Self-Discovery, and Co-Creation
Potential OTES Connections: Instructional Planning - Connections to State Standards and District Priorities
Lesson Delivery - Communication with Students



More Social Media Trend Frameworks?

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1015xeXd2KittdEdPcedanM3VaPCHxPul?usp=drive_link


KRISTY

● Drinking from the firehose 
● Traditional strategies and 

expectations 
● Excusing student apathy or 

behavior

Taking into 2026
● Taking smaller, intentional steps 

toward progress 
● Meeting the tech generation where 

they are 
● Accountability and partnerships with 

stakeholders 

Leaving in 2025

IN THE CHAT: What are some things 
you would like to “leave behind”? 
What would you like to take into the 
new year?



Semester 1 Schedule 

AP Lang 

● Rhetorical Analysis
○ Rhetorical Situation 
○ Close reading 
○ Thesis 
○ Evidence 
○ Line of Reasoning 
○ Logical Reasoning 

● 1984
● The Crucible 
● Speeches, visual rhetoric, media, early 

exploration narratives unit 
cross-curricular with AP Gov  

AP Lit

● Poetry
○ Close reading 
○ Thesis 
○ Evidence 
○ Line of Reasoning 
○ Logical Reasoning 

● Atwood poetry unit 
● Othello
● Medea 
● How to Read Literature Like 

a Professor (bellringers) 



Looking Ahead 

● Reflection Form 
● Shift to digital practice 
● Lang: Argument, Synthesis     Lit: Prose, Literary Argument
● April “Boot Camp”

https://forms.gle/R72LUxxYW7qhaibM7






Qs from U



We are risk takers 
and mistake makers

(thanks Andy)



Next 
Step 
Blog

https://perfectionlearning.com/nextstep/author/brandon-abdon?plcstate=al&plcsite=nat
https://perfectionlearning.com/nextstep/author/brandon-abdon?plcstate=al&plcsite=nat
https://perfectionlearning.com/nextstep/celebrate-the-gains-what-the-first-semester-really-shows-us-about-growth?plcstate=al&plcsite=nat




● 30+ Lessons and Activities 
● Honors Courses, Pre-AP®, Seminar, etc. 
● Students work with their own writing AND 

with provided drafts and samples
● Supplemental video links for each lesson 
● AP®, SAT®, and ACT® Ready, including…

○ Lessons with question types for each
○ Each lesson aligned to standards or 

expectations for each  



Please do the survey
&

Please be in touch

Brandon.Abdon@gmail.com
nichole.wilson@fulbrightmail.org 
Seidelkristy@gmail.com

mailto:Brandon.Abdon@gmail.com


Brandon’s 2026 Summer Workshops and APSIs

June 1-3 Garden of English 3-day Event 6-10 ELA - Online
June 8-11 Novi, MI - Novi HS APSI Literature - Online
June 12-18 Cincinnati - The Reading Literature
June 22-26 Bowling Green, KY - Western Ky Univ. Literature - In-Person
Jun 29-Jul 3 Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON - AP Canada Lang & Lit - In-Person
July 6-10 Garden of English Language - Online 
July 16-17 Honolulu, HI - Hawaii DoE Pre-AP - In-Person
July 20-23 Honolulu, HI - Hawaii DoE Language - In-Person
August 3-6 Richmond, KY - Eastern Kentucky Univ. Language - Online
August 3-6 Garden of English - Evenings (5-8 ET) Language - Online



Thank you for joining me today! Please join me at one of my 2026 AP Summer Institutes! 

● June 22-25, 2026: Plainfield, IL (onsite)
● June 29-July 3, 2026: Western Kentucky University (online)
● July 7-16, 2026: Northwestern University (online, 6 hours synchronous/9 hours 

asynchronous for two weeks)
● July 13-July 17, 2026: Western Kentucky University, St. Louis
● July 21-24, 2026: West Virginia (onsite)
● July 20-24, 2026: Manhattan University (online)
● July 27-31, 2026: Manhattan University (onsite)
● August 3-6, 2026: Manhattan University (online) 


